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WHAT IS GUIDED READING?

Guided reading is an instructional reading approach that
allows us to support a small group of approximately five stu-
dents in learning, applying, and practicing effective reading
strategies while they read from an appropriately leveled book.

What are the benefits of guided reading?

e Helps build a bridge between whole group shared read-
ing and independent reading.

e Allows you to match students with texts that offer appro-
priate challenges yet ensure successful reading.

e  Allows you to guide individual students in the reading
process.

e  Ensures that you are meeting the individual reading and
skill needs of each of your students.

e  Allows you to extend previous instruction and to intro-
duce and model new skills and strategies.

e  Provides you time to more effectively monitor individual
students’ strengths and needs.

GUIDED READING

VS.

e  Various small trade books including
Books For All Learners

e  Skills and strategies focused on instructional

reading level

e  Whole texts read independently and quietly

e Variety of authentic responses to reading

e Instruction focused on readers’ needs identified
through ongoing assessment.
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e  The opportunity to explore and test their understand-
ing of the reading process.

e  Allows students to work together and learn from
each other.

“Guided reading is the place where every
child, every day, has the opportunity to
learn by reading a book that is just right.”

- Gay Su Pinnell

TRADITIONAL READING

e Trophies anthology

e  Fixed or whole group instruction

e Reading aloud, page by page, often in round-robin style

e  \Workbooks and worksheet exercises

e Instruction focused on a systematic progression of skills in

the anthology measured by the end of the unit
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WHAT DOES GUIDED READING LOOK LIKE
FOR THE TEACHER?

BEFORE READING

e  Selects an appropriate text that will
support and meet the needs of the

group.

e  Prepares an introduction to the
story. Briefly introduces the story keep-
ing in mind the meaning, language in
the text, and the knowledge and experi-
ence of the readers.

e |eaves some questions to be
answered through reading.

DURING READING

“Listens in” and observes the
reader’s behaviors for evidence of
strategy use.

Confirms students’ problem solving
attempts and successes.

Interacts with individuals to assist
with problem-solving at difficulty
(when appropriate)

AFTER READING

Returns to the text to discuss the
story with the students and clarify
what was read.

Returns to the text for one of two
teaching opportunities such as
finding evidence, discussing prob-
lem solving, phonics, word work, or
review of reading strategies

Assesses’ students understanding
of what they read.

Evaluates students’ reading to de-
termine what support is needed.

WHAT DOES GUIDED READING LOOK LIKE
FOR THE STUDENT?

BEFORE READING

e Engages in a conversation about
the story, including background know!-
edge.

e  Raises questions
e  Builds expectations.

e Notices information in the text.

DURING READING

Reads the whole text or unified
part to themselves by whisper read-
ing or silently (depending on
whether the readers are emergent,
transitional, or fluent).

Requests help in problem-solving
when needed.

AFTER READING

Discusses the story

Checks predictions, reacts person-
ally to the story or information, and
revisits the text at point of problem-
solving as guided by the teacher

May reread the story to a partner
or independently.

Sometimes engages in activities
that extend the text.

‘In any guided reading ses-
sion, the teacher needs to
know what knowledge and
understanding each child will
bring to the reading and
what supports or assistarice
will be necessary to ensure
that the students can read
the text successtully.”

- Margaret Mooney

GUIDED READING RESOURCES

The Books for All Learners are a great resource to use as part of your guided reading plan.
Once read, these books should be available for students to reread throughout the week or
theme independently or with a buddy. Incorporating other books that are at the instruc-
tional level of students weekly into guided reading is a great way to support all readers.
Books from your school’s literacy closet, Ranger Rick magazine, Time for Kids and Weekly
Reader are a few other great guided reading resources.




This edition of the newsletter was created by the ideas
and help of:
The Literacy Team

GRADE LEVEL

The last page of the newsletter will always be used for your
feedback. As you can see, this is your newsletter and your
comments/questions form the newsletter.

To help us prepare for future editions of this newsletter
please respond to the following questions.

Include your grade level only.

Kindly return this feedback form to your school’s literacy
teacher or forward to Robin Moreira/Parker School.

Thanks again for your timel

1. What is your experience with guided reading?

2.

3.

4.

5.

Comments/Questions

How often do you conduct guided reading groups?

What assessments do you use to group students?

Whbere do you get your materials for guided reading?

Which students do you do guided reading with?




